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Abstracts

Mir Mahmood Sabir: A foundation voice
of Urdu poetic tradition in Sindh

By Unis Ahmed Laghari, Lecturer Urdu, Dept. of
Urdu, Govt. Boys Degree College, Jhuddo

Mir Mahmood Sabir, a contemporary of Wali
Dakani, was Sindh’s first Urdu poet with a complete
diwan, contributing significantly to early Urdu
poetry. While Wali’s poetry is known for its
simplicity and fluency, Sabir’s verses exhibit
philosophical depth, mysticism, and intricate
imagery. His themes include love, divine knowledge,
existential reflection, and Sufi metaphysics,
distinguishing him in the classical tradition.Sabir’s
poetry reflects a rich linguistic blend, influenced by
Persian, Arabic, Hindi, Braj, Punjabi, and Sindhi.
Raised in Delhi, he mastered Dihlavi Urdu and
Persian literary traditions, incorporating Quranic
references, classical metaphors, and regional
dialects. He was deeply aware of his poetic craft,
often taking pride in his unique thematic and stylistic
choices. Although Sabir did not attain the same
widespread  recognition as some of his
contemporaries, his poetry remains a crucial link in
Urdu’s literary evolution, highlighting Sindh’s role in
shaping the language’s early tradition. His distinctive
voice, depth of thought, and mastery of language
establish him as a significant yet often overlooked
figure in classical Urdu poetry.
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