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ABSTRACT
Critical Concepts of Prof. Karrar Hussain (In Context to Culture and
Civilization)
By Dr. Nabeel Ahmad Nabeel, Asst. Prof., Department of Urdu,
University of Education, Lower Mall Campus, Lahore.

This article presents the debates of culture and civilization in context to
the critical thinking and concepts of Prof. Karrar Hussain. The article
points out the issues which is being faced by culture along with the
detailed discussion on the elements of culture generally and in Pakistani
context specifically. The three major elements which influence the culture
are religion, environment and history. These three elements develop the
culture of a society collectively. The two famous critical essays "Culture
Ka Masla" and "Pakistani Culture aur iskey Masail" written by Prof. Karrar
Hussain has been discussed in this article with special reference to culture
and civilization. In these articles, there is a comprehensive discussion on
national culture, regional culture and mass culture.
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"Generally speaking, the following elements of social
life are considered to be representative of human culture:
"stories, beliefs, media, ideas, works of art, religious
practices, fashions, rituals, specialized knowledge, and
common sense."®
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;. 229 J*Culture and Anarchy 4,75
"Culture is the study of perfection whereby one may
make reason and the will of God prevail."®

" The Calvinistic Concept of Culture'[jb: IRy <
"Culture is the total human effort of subduing the earth

b



together with its total achievement in fulfilling the

creative will of God."(19)
Wy Notes Towards the Definition of Culture’2kl =13

"No culture can appear or develop except in relation to a
religion."('D)
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P The Analysis of Culture’s 44,

"In a society as a whole, and in all its particular activies,
the cultural tradition can be seen as a continual selection
and re-selection of ancesters. Particularly lines will be
drawn, often for as long as a century, and then suddenly

with some new stage in growth these will be cancelled or

weakened, and new lines drawn."(!¥
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"We live in a transitional society, and the idea of culture,
too often, has been identified with one or other of the
forces which the transition contains. Culture is the
product of the old leisured classes who seek now to
defend it against new and destructive forces. Culture is
the inheritance of the new rising class,which contains the
humanity of the future; this class seeks, now, to free it
from the restrictions."!
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"Culture is not monolithic either, and is not the exclusive

property of East or West, nor of small groups of men or

women n(17)
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(15) Ibid, "Culture and Society" (New York: Columbia University Press, 1958), p. 319
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(17) Edward W. Said, "Culture and Imperialism" (New York: Vintage Books, 1993), p. xxiv
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English Books

(1) Arnold, Mathew: "Culture and Anarchy", London: Smith, Edler & Co. 1869

(2) Eliot, Thomas Stearns, "Notes Towards the Definition of Culture", London: Faber & Faber Ltd. 2010

(3) Henry, Van Til, "The Calvinistic Conept of Culture", Michigan: Baker Publishing Group, 2001, Reprint
of 1972 ed.

(4) John, Storey, "Cultural Theory and Popular Culture", Athens: The University of Georgia Press, 1998

(5) Raymond, Williams, "Culture and Society", New York: Columbia University Press, 1958

(6) Said, Edward Wadie, "Culture and Imperialism", New York: Vintage Books, 1993
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(1) Daily "The Express Tribune" Pakistan, Dated: November 7, 2010
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