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ABSTRACT
Dastan:Rise and Decline-cultural Perspective.
By Niaz Hussain Swati, PhD Scholar, Department of Urdu, University
of Karachi.

A number of Urdu genres have declined in the subcontinent but the
decline of every genre was not a natural process. Regardless of other
Urdu genres, the decline of “Dastan” was influenced more by external
elements rather than internal causes. These external factors include the
political decline of Muslims, fascination of their writers about the West,
and their intimidated view of their values, literature, and even religion
through the eyes of the West. The most important role in the decline of
Urdu Dastan was played by this feeling of inferiority. If the writer of a
language becomes intimidated about any genre of indigenous literature, it
leads to the closure of the door of creativity and invention of that genre in
every possible method. However, the result of this lack of awareness was
that the genre of storytelling has declined in the subcontinent. As a result
of deprivation, we have lost the vocabulary, the world of idea and
inspiration, and the treasure of storytelling that is our cultural, educational
and creative need at the moment.
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