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ABSTRACT

Mohan Singh Diwana and Urdu literature's criticism
By Dr. Arifa Shehzad, Asst. Prof. Punjab University Oriental College, Lahore.

Mohan Singh Diwana,a lecturer in Oriental College,Lahore before partition
was a famous punjabi poet and research scholar.He has the first authentic
history of Punjabi Liiterature to his credit. People rarely know that he wrote a
handbook of Urdu literature which is important for its critical views. This book
highlights the specific point of view of non-Muslim Urdu writers about Urdu
language and literature. This paper analyses the classification of Urdu
literature in differant eras, the discription of prominent poets and writers of a
certain era, its languistic characteristics, skirmishes between poets and
background of Urdu-Hindi dispute as discussed in this book. Though this book
is brief, it cannot be ignored.
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"The ommision of an account of the work of

several major Hindu and minor Muslim writers,
particularly of the British period, is accounted for
by the fact that no questions are set on them and
most standard historians of Urdu literature ignore
them." (¥)
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"Muhammadan literati consciously adopted the
new language as their own distinctive vehicle of
thought and expression, and cultivated it, giving it

deliberate direction and purpose." ()
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"Among the early Muslim poets who have written
in the vernaculars are:-

Masuadi [sic] 1045-1121 (Lahore), Farid (Pak Patan)
1173-1265... can be truely said to have written
early urdu." (9)
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